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2026 Legislative Recap

During the 2026 legislative session, six bills pertaining to PERA passed the Colorado General Assembly

and became law.

House Bill 26-1026: Expanding Plan Options
for PERA

This bill modifies provisions related to purchasing PERA service
credit and PERA's 401(k) and 457(b) Plans. Under current law,
PERA members can purchase service credit based on previous
periods of employment; this bill allows for limited purchases of
non-qualified service credit for periods of unemployment (“air
time"). The bill also requires all PERA-affiliated employers to
offer the PERAPIus 401(k) and 457(b) Plans, in both pre-tax and
Roth options, to their employees.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on June 1, 2026.
PERA's Position: Support

House Bill 26-1027: BOCES Definition &
Executive Director

This bill adds Executive Directors of Boards of Cooperative
Services (BOCES) to the list of approved positions to which
service retirees are permitted to return to work after retirement
without a reduction in retirement benefits, further expanding
“Working After Retirement” provisions for employers within a
rural school district.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on March 12, 2026.
PERA's Position: Monitor

House Bill 26-1146: Allow Approved Facility
Schools Participate in PERA

This bill allows for approved facility schools to apply for
affiliation with PERA through the Local Government Division.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on April 2, 2026.
PERA's Position: Support

Colorado Public Employees’ Retirement Association

House Bill 26-1400: Adjust PERA’s
Allocations to Trust Funds

This bill requires PERA to allocate the annual direct distribution
to eligible division trust funds in an actuarial manner that
limits, to the extent possible, future contribution increases and
annual increase (Al) cap decreases, required by the Automatic
Adjustment Provision (AAP), as well as redirects a portion
(0.50% of salary) of employers’ contributions from the Health
Care Trust Fund to the applicable Division Trust Funds.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on June 1, 2026.
PERA's Position: Support

Senate Bill 26-023: School Finance Act

This bill establishes public school funding for the 2026-2027
state fiscal year and adds “vice principal,” "assistant principal,”
and "assistant superintendent” to the list of approved positions
to which service retirees are permitted to return to work after
retirement without a reduction in retirement benefits, further
expanding “Working After Retirement” provisions for employers
within a rural school district.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on May 28, 2026.
PERA's Position: Monitor

Senate Bill 26-151: Modify PERA Allowed
Affiliation and Board of Trustees

This bill affiliates Denver School of Science and Technology
charter schools (DSST Schools) with PERA in the DPS Division
and grants voting rights to the Trustee representing the DPS
Division on the PERA Board.

Governor Jared Polis signed the bill into law on May 28, 2026.
PERA's Position: Support
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