PERA Board Meeting Public Comment Policy

At every regular Board meeting, PERA provides time for public comment to allow members
of the public to address the Board. See Board Operations Policy, paragraph 50, Colorado
PERA Governance Manual. PERA welcomes the input of its members and beneficiaries, as
well as other stakeholders. PERA also has a legitimate interest in conducting efficient and
orderly Board meetings. To that end, the information outlined below provides procedures
and guidelines for public comment for in-person and virtual Board meetings. In addition,
members of the public can contact the Board at any time via email at
boardquestions@copera.org.

PERA will make these guidelines and procedures available online at www.copera.org.

Public Comment Guidelines

PERA encourages members of the public to comment on issues related to the Board
meeting agenda and reserves the right to terminate a speaker’s comment period and strike
comments off the record if it deems the speaker’s comments non-permissible.
Non-permissible comments include, but are not limited to, those that:

« are threatening, harassing, defamatory, or discriminatory;

« incite or promote violence or illegal activities;

« contain obscenities;

e are incompatible with PERA’s mission;

e are excessively repetitive or duplicative;

o advertise or promote a commercial product, service, entity, or individual,

e« promote, endorse, or negatively comment on political campaigns, political parties,
or candidates, unless related to PERA’s mission or meeting agenda;

« contain confidential or sensitive PERA information or confidential member
information;

e contain protected health information;
e contain copyright infringing material;
« orare otherwise illegal or violate PERA policy.

Comments and opinions shared by members of the public are theirs alone and do not
represent the opinion of PERA.
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Public Comment Procedures

o Members of the public are invited to comment during the designated public comment
period of the Board’s meeting agenda. Public comment will be held at the beginning
of the meeting, after approval of the agenda, unless otherwise designated on the
agenda or otherwise determined by the Board chair or their designee.

e Attendees may commentin-person, telephonically, or virtually as the format of the
meeting may allow.

e All commenters must register with PERA, either in advance via email or in writing in-
person at the meeting. Registration prior to the Board meeting is encouraged. You
may register by emailing PERA at boardquestions@copera.org. Registration is first-
come, first- served. Specific call-in information is available on the Board of Trustees
webpage at www.copera.org. Comments will be taken in the order of registration.

e Although the public comment period is open to the public, itis not open to
discussion of any and all topics. Comments should be related to relevant PERA
matters. Please reference the public comment guidelines above.

e The Board will not provide a response to the public comment at the time and no
action will be taken at the meeting in response except that (a) the Board may
provide a reference to management or other resources for factual information, and
(b) the Board may request management to report back to the Board at a subsequent
meeting concerning any matter.

e In furtherance of conducting its scheduled Board activities, PERA provides 30
minutes for the public comment period, unless the Board chair or their designee
determines that additional time is warranted.

¢ Comments are limited to three minutes per speaker, unless otherwise determined by
the Board chair or their designee. Time will be monitored by staff using a timer. When
time expires, the speaker is permitted to complete a sentence but should make no
further remarks.

e Each individual may speak only once during each public comment period.

e Speakers will be called upon in the order of registration. When a speaker is called
on, they should provide their name and the agenda topic on which they will comment.

o While offering an opportunity for public comment is important to the Board, it is also
necessary to ensure that the Board allows enough time to conduct its regular business.
The Board chair reserves the right to limit the time available for public comment.
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e Attendees may use signs or banners during their public comment time only, and
then must be placed out of sight. All signs and banners must be in compliance with
the public comment guidelines as provided above.

o All speakers, and those in attendance, shall conduct themselves in a professional,
non-disruptive manner. Cheering, snapping, clapping and other distractions are not
allowed during or upon completion of any public comment.

Privacy

PERA does not discuss confidential member information at Board meetings and requests
that any questions you may have pertaining to your specific benefits or PERA account be
directed to the PERA department that can best serve you. Please contact PERA Customer
Service at 1-800-759-7372 for inquiries pertaining to your specific benefits. Members of the
public shall not disclose confidential member information during the public comment period.

The Board adopted this policy on November 15, 2024.



